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At first glimpse it may look to the ordinary

reader as If Dr, Hury had burdened himself with

nn unnecessary task. Some of the most thor¬

ough historien! students of the last generation,
Dean Milman. the French statesman Guizot, the

German Wenck, the Orientalist St. Martin and

. others, pored over the pages of Ulbbon In th«-

search for erro»». Th.-y all screed that, con¬

sidering the range of hi» work, the corrections

re«iuired were few. Not many real amerulm<-ntM
were made by Ore-jor-wlus, In hi» monumental
work on the City of Home. He had a vast deal

of new material, tilling up in «letail what Gibbon
left in outline; but what Qtbbon did wa« usually
right a» far as it went. The reason for this was

in part the temperament of the groat English
historian. Rls sceptical moderation prevented
him from any such display of enthusiasm as

that which flames In Maraulay or Carlyle or

Mommsen.

I.

The hatred of exaggeration and enthusiasm,
however, led Gibbon to depreciate the value of
his own th«-me and the importance of the men

whose names appeared In his patres. "I have

described." said he, "the triumphs of barbarism
and religion." In this epigrammatic form hit;

opinion of the matter was offensive to the up¬

holder*) of religion. Rut In reality they took the
same view that he did of the period between
the rise of Christianity and th»- so-called revival

of learning. It was the fashion with believer
and unbeliever alike to look back to an -age of
perfection. The concluían of Gibb ft, says I »r.

Bur?.', "tended In tbe same direction a» the

theories of Rousseau; only, while Rousseau dated
the decline from the day when men left Arcadia,
Gibbon's era was the death of Marcus Aurellus."
The true reaction against Gibbon was n>t

marked by the crltle'sm, always carping, some¬

times petty, of men like Milman and Gulznt, who
were as fully convinced as he of the deep de¬

pravity of the Middle Ages; but It must I s found
In the new scholarship, which Is now daily find¬

ing objects of admiration among the statesmen

of an empire that to the last was Ihe bulwark

of Europe against the Fast. It might have kept
the Turk out of Europe altogether, hid it not
been for Venice and the Crusaders, whose sail

victory was as little to be provided against as

A cyclone, a delug" or a conflagration. The dif¬
ference between the way of looking at Bysantine
history chara-.«t«.rl-.t!e of Gibbon's time and that
which is favorable at the present da)- can ne

understood at once UDon comparison of his study
oí Icunoclasm with the terse remark of Dr.

Hury. in which is resumed the substance of
various writings, that "th* cause for which the

leonoclasts contended involved far more than an

ecclesiastical rule or usa«*c; it m^i nt. and the)
realized, the régénérât I n of the Empire."
Dr. Hury remarks that the "key to the his¬

tory of the tenth ind eleventh centuries is the
struggle between the Imperial throne and th»-
great landed Interest of Asia Minor; the ac-

ot srMo-n of Alexius Comnenus marked the final
victory of the latter." A problem of this sort

hardly came within the scop*» of history as un¬

derstood In Gibbor's day. But econ*.**Vc facts
Of this sort pressed upjn the attention of Fin-
lay, who«?" insight w\s render-*»! niT» penetrat¬
ing by his own flr.ïn.\al bujes. Wh» r. h*> be¬

gan to seek th«- cause? of th* insecurity of In«
vcr.tm.nts In land In Greece after the Revolu¬
tion he was led Insensibly back to the year
146 li. c. and so became Involved in a history
of the Byzantin«- Empire, when he would per¬
haps have been content to relate briefly that of

modern Greece. On Finlay's work the criticism
of Dr. Hury is that its value "Mi ¦ not only in

its Impartiality and in his traîne,1 di?<«>rnm»¡it
Of the «TOmmercial and financial fa-ts underly¬
ing the superficial history of the chronicles, but
in it« full and trustworthy narration of events."
Gibbon's "uniform tale of weakness and mis-

try" began to t.-:ke on a look of variety and of
a strenuous, long-contlnu'-d effort of civilization
against barbarism, which he, If he had lived In

. the closing decades of the nineteenth century in-

I etead of the eighteenth, would have been the

I first to observe.

II.

Besides the e)«i'ora'e boDks which began to

appear a r.uarter of a century ago in Germany
and France, and a little later In Greece Itself.
there have been published ¡nnumerab).» pam¬

phlets, entering Into the minutest details of bi«»£-
raphy, law, literature, religion, and at the same
time a diligent search for doevnents hither¬
to unknown or neg'e.-led has been carriel on.

A year or eo ago fvn Tribune had occasion to

speak of one of these documents, a copy of the

market and trade regulations of mediaeval Con¬
stantinople, "The Prefect's Book" of the Em¬

peror Leo IV. This was only a rain-drop in the

downpour which was partly, and only partly,
stored In the "BlbllOtheca Graeca medii oevi,"
and "Unpublished Documents" of M. Srtthas.
There has be« n something new to say about the
most unexpected topics, about the obscure yet
wide-reaching subject of Paullclanism, for In¬
stance, and the learn.d world sees now that

the Reformation as well as the Renaissance
might never have occurred had it not been for
the outgo of forces from denplsed and hated

Byzantium. There was something human and
natural after all beneath the artificiality which
was to Irksome to the men of blood and iron

who overran the Empire In the vain effort to

conquer the Saracens. Not the clumsy, heed¬
less barons and mall-clHd men-at-arms from
Western Europe were :he heroes of the eternal
war with Asia, but the mild and silken-man¬
nered statesmen of the Golden Horn.
The activity of research Involves a vigorous

dispute over authorities, not only the new ones,
but those known in Gibbon's time. For example,
the controversy over the authorship of the ".-'«>-

ctet Hlfitory." a chronicle of scam'al attributed
to Procoplus, the private secretary of the g»-n-

eral, Bellsarius. seems endless, though Dr. Hury,
who Is partial to Grrme.n theories of the latest
origin, settles the matter by deciding that Pro-

cop! us» only could have written it. Then there is

a complicated tangle of questions relating to the

topography of Constantinople in Its finest era,

that of Justinian. A few years ago the new

Edltrr of Gibbon was an ardent partisan of the
Gretk archaeologist, Pospatls, whose most salient

peculiarity Is scepticism as to the received inter¬

pretation of the written authorities. Now, Dr.
Bury haa made a comph-te vo'.t-face on this sub¬

ject and can hardly find terms hureh enough to

characterize the inadequacy of Poapatis. Those
who a-lsh to know what P'ispatiiVs views are,

for example, about the vexed question of the

spot on which the Hippodrome stood, will And
them Bet forth and defended in the elaborate
work of Professor Grosvenor on Constantinople.
Meanwhile, Dr. Bury's latest opinion Is embodied
In these words; "As the Acropolis is the scene

of so many great events in the Tíietory which
G.bbon recorded. It is well to warn the reader
thst our sources make It absolutely certain that
the Hippodrome adjoined the Palace; there waa

no public space between them. The Augusteum
did not lie, as Pcspatls asserted, between the
Palace and the Hippodrome, but betwe n the
north side of the Hippodrome end Bt. Sophie."
Whatever may be the outcome of thla contro¬

versy, it belongs to s field which was practically
Inscceesible to Gibbon. To Inspect the aite of
Constantinople was Impossible to him, and bare¬
ly more than poBBible at the present day to s
few persevering enthurlasts who are indifferent
to dogs snd Turks. But the location of the Hip¬
podrome le no trifle, for all the popular política

of the imperial city centred in that vast struct¬

ure, and much of the effort of recent criticism

Is devoted to showing that Gibbon's view of this

politics 88 the mere turbulence of circus parti«*
was superficial. Russian investigators, who have

in their own polities and social customs a key to

certain Byzantine mysteries, maintain that the

divisions of the population were organlz.-i on

thoroughly practical lln.-s. Business Interests.
and not the mere fancy for the colors of the
racecourse, led to those conflicts which have at-

traded alike the htst«>rlan and the romancer.

The reaction against the Byzantine portion of

Gibbon's history has bad an appreciable effect

on the earlier portion relating to Rome itself.

Mommeen'e eager defence of Caeeariam
strengthened the new tendency. This first

volume of Dr. Hury'? edition of "The Decline
and Fall" shows how strong this tendency is

an«! at the same time how little It Interferes
with the actual facts as Gibbon gnve them.

The editor's notes are Included In brackets f"r

the sake of distinction, but are numbered, with

a single exception, along with the original notes

of the author The exception has a reference by
j a letter of the alphabet, and is unfortunately
marred by the omission of a word. There are

some other oversights in the book which may as

j well be exemplified now; for example, an Im-

perfect French word "Ju-ulcatif" and "Kon-
sAehetSCben'' in German which might be cor¬

rect enough with proper pointing. Taking Dr.

Bury'« notes as a whole, they add to the In«
formation given by Gibbon rather lhan rorree!
him. On sp««clflc points.the population of Rome

and the Empire, the military system, the rela-
tlon of Zenobia to the Rome of her time, the sup-

ply of the precious metals in Rome, the char-

acter of Faustina an«! n.it a f»-\v others, the

notes supplant the statement«! of the «irlginal
test Bometimes, as in the ca««e nf th<- eonstltu-
tions of the Italian, the note contradicts wlth-
mu really correcting Gibbon. Th,- historian's
proverbial caution saved him over an«l over

again from committing himself to positive
Statements in matten» uncertain or subject to

dispute. He never allowed himself to i».- sbeo-

lutely sure of anything. Almost the only down-

right error of the pen corrected by Dr. Bury is

"Gregory of Nazlnnzen." A f W slips In trans-
lation are noted, but none <»f the kind due t.» the
use of authorities at second-haul. Dr. Bury
attributes Gibbon's accuracy in part t>> hi*

model and guide, Tillemont, and notes a slight
falling «»ff historically wh»-n Gibbon ventures

Into a «iomain which the French historian left
unexplored. These particulars Indicate the
whole burden of adverse criticism will, h Glbb. n

must carry.
The mo«t significant censure relates to matters

where Gibb.»n. if he were still alive, nilght ven¬

ture to insist on the accuracy of bin «.pinions as

egulnsl thus», of his editor. He despised in st

Of the Roman Emperors. Dr. Bury tries to r< s-

cue some of them from oblOQUy. T» Gibbon
Caracalla was a monster, «i funelf'il worahlpper
and Imitator of Al»-xnnder the Great, pueril" and

incapable. Dr. l'tiry's comment is that this em*

peror, though his policy was borrowed from his
father, was an able administrator, whose inlll-

tary works were Important. Olbbon ridicules
Caramilla'« Macedonian phalanx. Dr. Bury ap*
i »'als to more reo»-nt military critics f'.r pro I
that the "development of the phalanx w«?, un¬

der the circumstances of the empire, s benefit and
a necessity." Caraealla's admiration >»f Alex-
ander was not i mere Individu«I fancy, but a

characteristic of the ag>-, «n.l it was tempered In
his case by admiration also for Sulla and Hanni¬
bal. In the cas«- of another emperor, Maximln,
Gibbon really committed the error »»f uttering
two contradictory opinions Hase, ungrateful
dark, sanguinary, cruel snd avaricious on one

roee. «in an ther, "from the prudent SondUCl Of
Maximln, we may learn thai the ssvsge features
of his character have i»«-« n exaggerated by the

pencil of party; that his passions, however Im«
petuous, gUbmited tO tbS foi S Of reason."
Holding a middle sray, Dr. Hury says that

"Masrhnln was »« ru,le soldier, but he was th- r-

oughly well-meaning an«! capable, il»- was e«juai
to the emergencies of the empire, and able to
c ;... with the il.-»iii*.-rs on th»» Rhine and the
Danube. Like Beptlmlua Beverua he had no

sympathy with th<- Senate, with Italy, r with
the populace Of Rom»-. For him th«- army was

II .. p ipuloua R imanua Th.» intense hatred, how-
ever, which th»- Senate conceived for him was

chiefly due to tbs somewhat tyrannical rule of
bis praetorian praefect, Vltallan, who governed

l at Rome while the smperor defended t¡i<- fron¬
tiers. Numerous Inscriptions testify to Maxi-
min's activity in every province in repairing and
extending ronda " These exatnph ¦ serve to sh< n
the aim of this new edition of Glbb »n. They give
emphaals to the fact t),at at th>- present day In
Europe there «re signs of r»»acti..n In the mind*
of learned mer. against the demo-racy of Grit¬
ar. 1 of modern life, toward the Imperialism I
Mommsen and of the past. I»r. Bury'S plan In¬
cludes not onlv notes, but numerous brief es¬

says in an appendix, and ar. mtl-OdOCthm, which
should be supplemented by others for each vol¬
ume, if the work Is to !«e rr«lly complete.

STENDHAL.
A PICTURERQI'i* CitlTIC AND ROMANCER.

LA CHARTREU8E DE PARME. By Marie-Henri
Beyle. <"T»e Stendhal.") with Thirty Illustra¬
tions by v. Poulquier. Etched by G. tfercler.
TninHiiit.fi from the French !>y v.. p. k ,i.:
In Three Volumes. Octavo, pp#) ;V|, 111, fU ;\-\
New-York: Georg» H. Richmond ä <"o.

Salntc-Hciive. writing «jf the nuth'ir of -Jja
Chartreuse «le Parme" In lfcr>4, found It difficult
to speak of him with Spontaneons and deep en¬

thusiasm. Thirty years Inter M Bourgel had
no such difficulty. He could analyse Stendhal,
In one of his "Essais de Psycho)jgle Contem¬
poraine," with ardent sympathy; showiry- that
sympathy. Indeed, with peculiar foroe, just in
his conception of his author a» a contemporary,
The causes «>f Salnte-Beuve's reserve ami of M.
Bourget's warmth lie at the root of Stendhal's
chara<-t»-r. Spanning In his youth and early
manhood some of the rnoet, exciting years of the
Napoleonic arm, he belonged to the Empire
through Instincts which experience had con¬

firmed and upon which th«- new traditions
u.-h-ied In after Waterloo could have no serious
effect, Yet he has himself said somewhere that
he did not expect to be really read and ap¬
preciated until the list years of this century.
The disagreements of two of his acub-st critic«
have proved the sagacity of his prophetic opin¬
ion. The genius of this eccentric author, sprung
from the philosophy of the eighteenth century
an«! nourished on the Napoleonic Idea, is to-day
more sympathetically understood than It was

by his contemporaries. Whether for food «r

for bad, he is more in tune with our modern
cosmopolitanism than he was with the conserva¬
tive French taste which Saint«»-Heuve repre¬
sented for all his romantic proclivities. Th'- fact
that the critic of the "Causeries du Lundi" could
not do him full Justice d.es nut make M. Bour-
get's essay a ratification of his fain«-. Hut. on
the other hand, this starts a »ugg.-stlve train of
thought. It fixes attention upon the ldlosyncra« i»-s
of the man. upon the contradictory elements In
his work. To ask why Stendhal Is now of more
significance than he has been In the past why
Balnte-Beuvs shoubl have read him coldly and
M. Hourget with delight. Is to approach the cen¬
tral factB of his career.

I.
"La Chartreuse de Parme" renembleB the even

more famous novel of "Le Rouge et le Noir "

nnd much of StSStdhafs other work. Imaginative
and critical, In embodying not merely the philos¬
ophy but, to some extent, the actual events of
hlB Hie. Traits of Fabrice del D»ngo. like traits
of Julien Sorel, are easily Identified with those
of the author himself. The descriptions of Mi¬
lanese life, which enliven the opening pages of
"La Chartreuse de Harme" are leave« from
Stendhal's own experience on drifting Into the
lest Italian campaign in hi» tcena. and the curl«

ous adventure» on the Held of Waterloo,

he attributes t»> Fabrice, arare undoubted
velope«) out of his own reeolleetlont of Mai

Yet n-ithlni« could be mor«' misleading th

check Stendhal'» ttOliet with hi» Id"*»'

and. because of striking parallel! here and
to say In the familiar phrase, thru his life v

romantic as any novel I" some ways it

hav« been to; in plctur^ueneaa, in ndve

the life of Stendhal was occ&aionally nun

Bui th- man had the heart of an « Igbteentl
t-.ii-y "phlloaophr," and be lived at ht wrote,
the cold-blooded temper of th analyst H

!o»rn with thl« temper. Th« r»- Is tomethli
moat uncanny about him When It Is S'-'-ti

steadily h.- developed a temperament wit

temperament, glowing; with enthusiasm
Napoleon and his regime, writing roua

tales, and yet Intensifying with every re

hi? life ih.. egotistic, critical passion whlct
at the bottom of his nature.

Btendhal hated the environment of his

hood. His family bored him, and his f

Inspired him with positiv« dislike. A

struggled inwardly against the ennui ol

home in Orenoble tht majesty of Napi
dawned upon him, and his imagination
kindled. When an opportunity camt to t

to Italy in the track of the army he s

It with eagerness. He witnessed Mi

g.» with rapture, and s.».»n aftei be »nil

Military uervlce did n»»t .-.! that time, i

happcn.d. yield bun th" s naatlont <<t whle

was in search, and in a little while h- r-tu

to Orenoble, having relinquished lis con

si,m. Hut lat.r. through his friendship wltl

Dnru family, he was drawn Into the whirl
of th.- ai my again, and went to Germany, W

he snw the battle of Jent and the entry
Berlin. He made the disastrous Russian <

palgn, and-made it with unshaken faith it

Idol. He believed In th Emp ror to the
en»l. With the return of the old monarch:
lott his bold upon ttlrring events and foil«

th«> career «>f t man of letter», living

many years In Italy, An estimai
hit character m»^ t y u. this last

Into consideration as « re "f ti>. most Irapor
in his history. Thai he ! ad the ¡-ix-s;;^.

turn of mind which belonged t.. th.- eighth
centurj >s necessary to remember; that i

ta.y genius in any man »»r people, bul e

daily In Napoleon, touched hi» Imagination
foiiricily is alM t.» be noted ;i> rseenttal to

understanding of th.- man. but that he ad«
Italy is a ClrCUmttancC with which on« n

constantly reckon, i"» matter «hat phase
Btendhal's rharacter ma) be under dlscuaalo
.Stendhal was .in ». ; -nan whose nature

j.a;:d»-l with least effort under tin- »en»i

Influ« tices of Hallan climate, li?«- er. I art.

liked Paris arhere, in M« maturity, he hel

¡high reputation for converaatl ¡a', glftt,
h»- was «vu Interested In London, int In

south he was m re il he was hap]
In th.- posthumous .. »ium« wherein MM- HI

enakl and P.- Nion j.rit,i»..i tl..- urnal of St"

bal f"r 'lie period IWl-ltl*. ths».:ur» un

ô.it. of September IT. ÍR13, when he «ras tbi

th- foltoarlng paaaage: "Au m<»menl oO,
p.iitln A dix h. i-» - nous a» ons spe

le «ló.T.r» de Milan, !.. i ne mes v ys
e-i Italie me rendent plu» rlglr.al, plut n

m«*me. J'apprends à l. ¦¦ hei le bonheur s

plu» d'Intelligence." These wordfl are dee
characteristic. But equally Indi ou,

teniperain-ni is the brief note )-!\«ii lr the Jo
nal only nine days lat»i "Milan m'esl Insupp
able. J«» pars ce u Venia« The i

flagmenta paint Pten« the llf« F|i at
al .ut In hi waa bla I >v*

Daly, his II« f th it there, i it!., r t

m here els« his taste .

- ! -111 s t \ « i -ai. yeI .¦:.:. ; ira

e» en In Mdlai
¡ :> u ant« t > ear» of h
Lre for VenI n not* d In

Journtl th<-r-- la a rein W «

h»- have found anj It) n .,; I« u ill I

ytar through, t. a lifetime? It II
Us war at once t ¦.. groes and t- t

t i I"- !. hi; satisfied U'lth ll :

one pla« ¦. li- era« an -. t and an

If- -.». ant» itlon», n« a n« ». all
Being a man of Intellecttia
the stiu.u'.us ..r the right kind I
ind In seat rh of this it I nceli able that
woul l have devel« ped into nstant I

ha l far- pei iti Aa it ari -. he *

back up m h is« I bj the wh. I foi tui

which would il all iw him t be a» »m »gi

tan In fact as he win by temperament; and t

tonaequencQ of his Inti »srectlve m< lltation w
that his literature Is t¦. day »tartly the ku

» !. '.', falls Int harmony with man) of our ha
actertatlc tympathi« s.

li.

It It a rettleat, ynl« ai literature, full of last
saturated in the spirit of t man who ..ir--» r

v.I picture«, good i.k«. above all for tl
exerei«»« of the Intellectual faculties f.»r l

! own sake. The writing! of Btendhal luggesl
man who teeted all the u.Iiiks of his eiperien
by the ratlonallstk) touehatont ol the eighteen)
century, but who anticipated th« latter yeai
«if the nineteenth, In giviiiK such free play i h
personality »» to ask "f ail matters of th iugl
or action: "How doet tin-- affect me? Am I i

be pleased orlwred? in this Interesting dnlveri
which is <;ii'. d my soul, do th« ¦" tensatlona pron
hm to 1»»- amusing or otherwise? Have they
pla.-» th.-re tl all? Is H nnl posslblt thai the
nr>- vulgar, thaï they belong to the world outald«
the world which I am diffident)) exploring wit

a v|.-w t. Importing Its profitable and dlvertln
thing» into my own experten<«e?" Because h
was born In the last y«ars of the eighteenth cea

tury, because something of the atmoaphere o
that time hang» over hlin. because, in short, h
was a spiritual heir to the a*«- which produce.
philosophical dilettanti without number and cul
minuted In Voltaire and Routaeau, it I» linpo»»II»l
to detach him fr».m that a*-. If th»- ton«- of mud
lit'-rature that It printed to-day were to be class)
Bed on th.- strength of Its reeemblance to th
work of Stendhal, it might be assorted that w
w.-r.- witneaalng <i riscrudeeeence ».f elghteentl
century thought. But II Is fairer to say that th«
fastidious materialism of the present time I
largely the natural, spontaneous fruit of n«-v
oondltlona, and Btendhal's relation t.. thlaeplcur
eanl»m Is something more than « relation fo iode»
Ion reeemblance. n«- belonged to the elghteentl
century by virtue of his phi! isopblc attitude
He belong;-., in his very grain, i the present
day, by virtue ..f his cosmopolitanism. Tins »irai
why Balnte-Beuve could no) like him altogether
There is a dreadful Irregularity abut th»

¦. lemopolltan: ht has to many standard» ot
taste, be is apt t i».- so h«-»n.-ss of academl«

Iprecepta, and tinea this elaatldty of r.-.-iiiiH
was nil«-, ted In Stendhal's style, In the form iw

Well as In the BUboUnca of hll books, it |» easy
to underatand how Balnte-Beuvt retentad aim,
He could DOt withstand tht good criticism, the

poetic fervor, the Intellectual vlvacUy whb-h
Stendhal' liluatrated, and a«, the critic of ths
romantic movement, he was civil to a brilliant

worker in hi» field. But there was always tht
rectitude of the iti-inlemy In Siiinle It. uve, «n«l
with thl» rectltuds thers wat «» repos«; there
wa» a »anlty whleh found Btendhal liritatlng.
He got on tho nerve» of his »insiere critic Bainte-
Keuve admired hi» good quantité, hetympathlaed
with his r.imantl-Ism, but plaintively be regretted
thut In ord.-r to be elastic M. Btendhal appar¬

ently found n nrrrtitrr to be lawlett How dlf«
ferent It all ».-em» to M. I!iiirg'-tl It Stendhal
i» lawless, th'-n M. iiiurg'-t begins to have doubts
ss to the virtue of the law. It has been suggested
above thai m. Bourget't view of the mattet is

not necessarily th.» llnal m-. In fact, the meas¬

ured Judgm-tit of Balnte-Beuvt It th«- Judgment
upon fitendhal Which teemt most likely t,, f»n-

dure. Hut that "I.a Cbartreuae de I'arme" .,r

"he Rouge et li» No|r" rnusl appeal to most read-
er» to-day a» they app-al to M. Hoiirget In In¬
controvertible.

(»ne may riot accept either of these books ss
conclusive ij-nes of fiction. No modern writer

could safely emulate their exaggerations, their

tccentrlclties. From a critic who appreciated
-*Ood construction as Stendhal appreciated It, "La

OhMtretUM de Parme" would seem to be a posi¬
tively discreditable piece Of work. It is amor¬

phous, slipshod, disfigured by episodes which are

inaplicable on any artistic hypothesis, which

have no truly dramatic significance, but serve

merely to str»-ak the narrative with vivid colors.

Balnte-Beuve said of the novel that it was less

a romance than a book of memoirs, and even the

m»>st delight» «1 readers of the work will now agree

with him. But when all these admissions have

L«een made what Is It that remains? When the

Ignoble riuallty of Fabrice has been recognized,
when Juli.-n Sorel has been dismissed with the

scorn that be deserves, what is there left In

each Of Stendhal's greatest novel«? The same

charm which belongs to his "Peinture en Italic,"
to his extraordinary volume "De l'Amour," to

his "Promenades dans Rome," to hli l«-tters, to

his reported conversation, to the Whole milb-u

and product of the man; the charm <»f an orig¬
inal Imagination spurred to creative impulses
by a romantic temperament and colored, If not

controlled, by a distinguished taste. It is for
this reas»»n that the appearance In a passable
translation of "La Chartreuse de Parme" revives

an Interest In all the achievements of Stendhal.
In the entire development of his life and work.

III.

Stendhal's personality Is revealedat very nearly
full b-ngth in this novel, which Is not.it maybe re¬

peated, «i record of his career, but which is wrlt-

I»n .ut nf th«- verj core of bis experience, reveal¬

ing his nature as clearly as though h» had sel
mit to make it an ant biography. He has been

called s critic's critic, a novelist's romancer, and
it may be thai a aide public will never be se¬

cured f»r his peculiarly Introsi.tlve male of
nsrratlon. The soliloquie», Which abound In
"La Chartreuse de Parme" may presuppose In
their appeal to the reader a certain professional
detachment of fnlnd such is Stendhal cultivated
in himself ami.gave to his hero, A ps) ihologlsi
Ilk» M, B »nrget is fascinated by the process of

thought whi.h m typified In "I.a Chartreuse de
Psrme." He sees Stendhal making fabrics do
what so many p. r» «s. wrltersand laymen like i
*

t. iw, n<» is ««harmed to see the ¡".»-r.» holding
himself off si arm's b-ncth, «\»n in the fury of
an adventurous 'Umax, and welghlrg his sen-

sstlons, his Ideas, his wb le reference to the

point or points nt issue. Now* this spcctads of

Introspective evolution may r»-.iulr<- specialized
facultlea for Its full appreciation. Steidhal may
be, as lndl«*ated above, a novelist for ncvellats,
.. critic fur Critica But thle is n t so t< rtain as

!» ma) bav.- i.n ten or fifteen yea «'a ago

Kv»r\ i-idy has lia 1 bis last»- of morbid psy¬
chology in the last decade or so; everybody, .it

any rafe, is awake to the Interest whi li may

r. »Id»- In s representative -f the school, or i

widely have the seed« of the analytic spult be« n

« \< n that Stendhal mus: n »w be a rtgur* of a »me

ni.tT». ti» to as many r. i h-rs as «rive their atten¬
tion lo ta- bulk .* modern fiction Stendhal Is

ind laai a »mancer in "l.a Chartreuse de
Parme," yel there is a spirit pervading the '.-t

which mingle* easily srlth th<- spirit of realism
n In vogue. There Is t!n> san:-- tireless curl-

«lty as to motive, there Is the Fame material«
feeling constantly at work. But with Stend¬

hal there is something mors than these thin»**-.

With him th»-r» i« th»- poetic glamour »»f Italy,
and so potent ¡s this thai "La Chartreuse le

Psrme" il »ws on fron chapter to chapter with

infaillng buoyancy, an ! .¦;. la as it begins, on s

l>ric note. Between its lines there li the at-
tt.i. c.» of Stendhal hlireelf, of hla sesthetlc
tendencies, of hla love for the Italian landscape
and Italian manners, the in si cynl il things he

.: the latter never diminishing
bl« relish for tba life of the península. M re-

rclng triumphantly the value of the
II sl'a work, this f rmless novel has n

ai rj » tell In apll ' Ita hsphasard construc-
;. -, ry of Fabrice del »ong », II
la Itie reader to take tin 'Merest In his

; ind «reel. it hold« the attention in

th,- wnv char.it. rtfltlc »»f the author si all times,
m impoBlng upon th» Imagination a .rtain u

,. nt, a rtain point of \ I» .¦¦. s ertaln Indl-
., ity That In livid ill ¦¦ »1 »es n t 1 .»n upon

: French letten with striking ml
M it» ri illstn is a steril« creed, and s life

-. ndhal's h< gins an I ends In Itself. Writ-
¦ life he cann be tal '. to hav

Influen st any lime, or :

b. v. su« h an lnflu< nee n »w, wh« n he pron
lo be in.-«- widely sppreclated That Merlmee

or* him, that literary men

.,;«»..,«« «
. mdnesB for him, bus not made

h m the founder of s school He Interests, but
. -i .t fructify. Y» t no writer who Inter« I

charged with ¡at».lin« his reader In an

iiiipas.s.-. Stendhal did little t« advance litera
lure in Prance, or elsewhere, but If II II worth
while to i m- In the company .»f s remarksbje
Intelligence, then it Is worth while » ¡mus.- bé¬
ai i- him Ami in n one f bis i. ka n '¦ even in
\t Rouge el !«. N'oir." is he more c mpanlonsble,

more entertaining than in "Ls Chartreuse de
l'ai n -." a work a» pi -turesque, at« romantic, a« it
!i ¦ ni.: i and incisive.

RECENT FICTION.

A OROUP OF MODERN "HEROINES."

V WOMAN IN'TKKVI'N'K.'. By Robert H.«rr.
I'.'ni-., pp. ST",. Frederick a. Btokea company.

p.l'UNb'IA By Amelia E. Parr. Mmo., pp KM
!» id, Mead »i- Pa

IN \ BILKNT WORLD. Py the author of "Vlewa
Rngllsh Bfjclery." Mow, pp. MS, Dodd, Mead

rail, lfim«
(V C

A Qi'K.-Tl« >v OP FAITH By I. D
pp, :». Heaighton, Mlfflln * Co

A COLONIAL WOOING By <'h,»r!.« Conrad Ab¬

bott, It P. limo, pp. Ml. ,t. B. Llppincott
Company,

TM1-: At'TOBIOflRAPHT <>V A PROFTSSfllONAL
HKAl'TV. Ity Elisabeth Pblpps Train. Mmo,
pp. 2T.1. .1 B. l.ippinrott Company,

Till-: WlBH. By Hermann Sudernaenn. Trans¬
ía».-.1 by Lily Henkel. limo, pp. M. n. Apple-
ton a Co

in Mr Robert Harr'» "A Wntnan Interven« i,"
th». plot I« Inueníou«. complicate 1 and withal plsual«
1»1». Th» characters, sltbough not profoundly stud¬
ied, are observed in sufficient i»-tail to snswer every
necessity; th»- dialogue I» willy, vivacious, an I terse;

the altuatlona nr.- dramatic snd affecttva, without
being melodrematlc, This i*,»t obaarvatlon especial-
ly spplies to the Bcene «>f the stormy interview be¬
tween Jennie Brewster and Edith Longworth. Tim

former I« a young J.nirnalWt who Is sent out to Ung¬
ían with general orders from the managing »-.litar

of "Tin» New-York Argus" to «xtract a rea-ret r«-

utitiK to certain raining operation«, known
t., be in the peeaeeslen of »w«> young mining ex¬

pert» Kenyon snd Wontworth. She siubarks <»n

th» Caloric, snd by rnesns of i series of ingsnlous
questlona who.«., object l« artfully disguised by
feminine peaknesa shs sooceeds in learning from
Wentworth the contents of the coveted re|»«irt «m

'!.. ''.inn.Ilan mine. Th» Inf..filiation thus gained Is

promptly converted Into "copy," which Jennie mis¬
chievously insist» upon sdltlng and correcting in the
unfortunate mnn'n presence.
Then comea th« .««-ene lo which allusion ha.« been

mail«-. K.iith LoagwoTtb, as Wentworth's emlsssry
««...k« an intervten with Jennie In h«-r stateroom
snd «ifrer» lo bribe her into silence The Interview
la s piece of moat effective dialogue, serving at once

10 «-any the »lory rapidly on II« course, and to al¬
low the author to exploit a number of searching
questions inte th.. morality .»f tba particular «.,rt .»f
Journalistic enterprise in which Miss Brewstsr is
sagsgsd. r.,ntr»iHt .lennie'a sppaaiancs In this
SSSne with her demeanor, at a later «ta*- during
an In».-rvl.w wilh U'.-ntworth in l.ond.m. nml S fair
Idea of Ike runx«» Of Mr. Ilarr'a skill may easily be
formed, n i».,.« impossible not to tike Jennie Brew«
ster sa II la to spprovs of her. There ta something
Uncommonly SttractlVS about her audacity, and
something rsry srlnnlng in her tears. The reader
feeu thai »he ouifiit not to Bend ihe cablegram to
"Th.. Argus." snd >«-t i. that agonising moment
JUSI u» the boat is -eUShtttg uff for the shore bearing
th.- passengers' massages, when Jennie, with the
fstul t.!» Kraut In her hand, la hel.l a prls.m,.,- |. |..,
Btaterooss, it i» rjambtful ir th,- r-tader does sot «iv«
hi« sympathy to her rather tt»un to the iraperturb.
..I.I.- lUlth. her Jailer. The «lory la full uf surpris.«,
the be-t hein* reserved for the final puice.

With no sp.-elnt prstSSISS to scholarly accuracy
Mrs. Amelia i: Ban ha« snossedsd more than
ml«ht have been SKpsStsd In »»nlmmin»* the pu«»-:, of
her latest novel, "Rsrnleta.** with the .-pirit oi «. i,y.
-¡one ,iK.\ The acne Is lal*Un the r. I^n .f (;e>rgc
II. sad Intereat centre» |n the <¦.«,., r 0f tn{. heroine
wh-»«« name trivia tha title to th« volume
¿Sarnlcla. a vlvaaloua. UUrlt-briiw««! country-brad

daugiter of a Jacobin family, cornea to London to

visit her married slater, Lady Fanny. The slaters

plunge into the whirl of the gay society of the

Court, and Hernlcla, by her wit and beauty, soon

BUITDUndS herself with suitor». Her love affair»

reach a climax when a quarrel sprint;» up between

Oeorgt Abnoj, the Methodist, and Lord Rash.elgh.
and his lordship challenge» his rival to a duel Mrs.

BarfS analysis of Rernlola'a emotion» when »he dis-

eorsrsdthls fact displays considerable lnsisçht Into

tho working of feelings with which she would

scarcely be supposed tO be familiar. Commendation
Is also due her for the »kill with which she Justifies
BernlCta'l rejection of both suitors, and her subsé¬

quent return to Lord Uash'elgh, although It might

be objected against thl-» last step.which forms the

climax of the story-that the device by which Her-

nb'la's eyes are opened to the true bravery of Lord

Boshlelgh'l character Is a little over-sentimental
and forced.

Apropos of the warning prefixed to "In a Silent

World," that it Is "a simple story of a woman's

1 ive," which ihe reader "In search of the .«.'...-a-

tlonal or purely smuslng" would better lay aside

at once, It may be observed that the author is

scarcely fair to herself. Her Plea of what 1»

¦imple and unaensattonal Is not the one Ben»>r-

ally h.-ld by r- aders of fiction. They will find the

circumstances of Evelyn Sylvestre'» death eon-

celved In a thoroughly sensational spirit. Evelyn,

sadly disappointed In love, is walking on the sea-

tbore, when, in a desperat« effort to rescue the

Child who is with her. sh»> is "swept away by the

ebbing Hde." A few hour» later her body comes

ashore, "an expression of Ineffable satisfaction"
rentlnaT on her features, "as If her great act of re-

nunclatlon had purchased peace, and the ears, un¬

stopped a) last, had cauxht the divine harmonies
of the celestial city, and the lips, no longer mute,

had found utterance la the i]a-o sonn» of Joy which j
surround ths throne." The experienced reader will i

have little llfBculty in recognising the familiar note

of sensationellem in this conventional climax. Vor

the r. »t, it may b»> noted that Evelyn Sylvestre is

a deaf-mute, who falls desperately In lov« with the,

young man who rescues her from an Infuriated
bull. Rhe v.as Imprudent enough to wander through
thi Heida carrying a brit-h; scarlet parasol. W.-.en

ihe Aral caught kii-tht of Thuraton Rivera "strid-

in«" toward her, "almost at a run," she fancied,
for a brl« ' Instant, that h«» was "ore of those un-

fortunate lunatics escaped fr m the asylum near

de town." Her surmise became a certainty when

the man se'.sed her hand snd began to drag her "up

: .rough the steep copse." Bhe was not. however,

too frightened to aotlct that the bramble» tor*

her "pretty summer «own," or that "my hairpins

flew about like hailstones, and or.e long braid

escaped from Its fastenings and bobbed up and

down between my shoulders." A m .ment after¬

ward. wh«n she discovered the real motive of

Thurston's eccentric conduct, she wat not only
quite prepared to forget all about her hairpin»
mil «»imm.r «m-n, but to Kive her heart to her

ri ¦-. T Is .occurs on page Eft, and It I» not until

almost t hundred pages later that »ho discovers
that Thurston, having unexpectedly come into a

I nobility, cannot be hers. It is after this dl»-

< discovery thai she take» her fatal walk by
th»- «hire of the bay.

Ths problem to arhlch attention in Invited in "A

Question of Faith" Is the degree of liberty In which
a young g rl Is fre» to ladulge, without the Inter-

ferenee of h r friends .ni relatives Alle» Bolltho
la a atrong-mlnded young English w<-.man. th.- pos
»»»»Or of a university degree, and a free thinker In

matters of religion Bhe becontea Involved In th««

afi Ira "f aomi Ansrehlsta, snd engagea In ttanocu-
vres which arouse the feelings of him whom she I«

expected to marry. He plea on her step», und
t ik> « her to task, for conduct unbecoming a

lady. Harvey embodies convenu.mal idea», just as

Allee emb ..lie« the Idea» of the "new woman."
Abe- Insists that th» man who loves her shall accept
h. r .it b»-r .vvr. valuation. Harvey contend.* that she

ought to realise the danger and suspteton to which

her unconventional conduct exposée her. The re¬

sult I* a rupture arhlch does not heal. Alice and

Harvey part not us lovers Invariably »io, but In

neequenre of a technical dlfferer.ee, whtoh 1*

|hl to light in the course of a l»>njr discussion.
This, however spproprlate It might hsve bean In a

purely dldsetlc work, has nothing In common with
art Th» rhars tor» ar» wooden, in. re puppet», s»-t

In motion to expound a theory.

In "A Colonial Wooing" Mr. «'hari.-s Conrad Ab¬
bott has t .11 with conatdi rabie graos and p.try the
romantic courtship of Ruth Davenport and John

Bishop In ths quaint surroundings of Philadelphia
mora than two centuries ago. The story is sim-

nstruct« I, and Is written with sympathy. Mr.
f .r nature Is conspicuous, an 1

comes to the lurfac with particular force In pas«
¦ages like the dea rlptl n of J"hn Bishop's rescue

f Ruth fr 'in the vessel which He* off Bordentown,
prepared to take her back to England.

l- la much to b<- feared that th«. sue.-.-** of "A
Social Highwayman" is not destined to be repeated
In Miss Train's second story. "A Professional
lieauty." Ths books ar.» manifestly by the same

hand, which is another u a) of aaylng that the nar«

ratlve la frequently enlivened by amusing verbal

I, with h.-re and there a touch of cynicism I
which strikes at the root of some social foible. Hut

d« aplte these iupe«rnctal merits, "A Professional
Beauty" I« dissatisfying at to plot, if n»>t at times

p. tlvely vulgar in diction Moreover, while it is

constantly asserted that "Bvelyn" was surpassm»-
fair and ruvi like a sovereign by her beauty, the

reader seldom li mn»le to feel the spell of her

ch it in« a fatal artistic defect In a story whose BSC«

.. muet depend <»n th.» keeping of thl» idea to the
f»re. Th.« intrigue Is loos.-'.y constructed, and.

despite th«» sensational episode of the suppose.) rob-

bery of Miss d*AJemberti jewels, fallt to hold th.«

Interest, and BO satisfactory motive Is offered for

the heroine'» change from the character of a des¬

potic society queen to that of the devoted wife of

the constant American.

«The Wish," by the Oerman writer Hermann
Sudermann. I» a typical example of that rnorbtdClass
of i'.n whose present vogue lends a color of plau«
alblllty to Herr Nordau'a concluatona it is a path«

.... r. stilly of a woman's mind diseased by ex¬

cess of passion and Introspection. Olga Hremer

loves Hoben Hellinger to distraction, but he mar¬

ries h.r sinter, Martha Then, after a period of

questionable m.--.rri«d happiness. Martha fall» sick
and »lies. OlgS and Robert watoh by her be Is!Jo

during her last Illness, an 1 then It is that Robert,
overcom»> by fatigue, falls asleep in hi» chair, hi»

head falla upon Olga'e shoulder, and then a "wild
J..y aelted me." writes Olga In her diary. "Secretly
I press,M lino t me and «a It hin me there arose the

Jubilant thought: 'Ah. how I would csre for you

and watch over you; how I would kins those wicked
furrow.-, away from your brow, and the troubles
from your soull How I would flxht for you with
my virgin strength and never r. *t tin your eye»
wer.- once more glad and your heart oraos more tu.i
of sunshine: Tint for that" I looked across at Mar¬
tha. Y. s, she lived; she still lived. Her bosom rose

an i fell in short, rapid «asp», ghs teemed m.ir.»

alive than ever. And suddenly It flamed up before
me, and the words seemed a« if I »aw them dttttnet-
ly written over th. r.» on the wall -'«lh. that «ho
might diet* " This Is tht "Wish." and It Is be-
cause oii<a is »uhse»|ii.»ntly stricken wilh horror at
th.. thought of it that she takes an ..verdoso
Of morphine and ends her miserable, passionate life.
The «lory is told awkwardly, by means of a diary
whleh Olga Intrusts t.» an elderly frien.i on her
deathbed. The distressing tale Is not enlivened by a.

gleam of humor or natural f.-.-llng.

JOHN BRIGHTB STATUE.
Prom The London Truth,
.lohn lirlglu's sons have Joined In the protest

again»! th« hideous caricatursof their father which
emuc'Vr u,rT'"""'- fAuwL l^iSowtdtS
in. i ir"« ¦ '".,y s;iy ,hut l .»».«M not
nave addressed an Inquiry about It to the Chief
Commlselonsr of Public Works bad 1 not been
aware that this would met with The UjrovJ of
Mr. IJrlKh. s Hon». Mr Cllbert may- as his friend.
1., or m.^'m ar< st' a,ul th" br"n*" ornamenta-

ti'ii or Plccadldy Circus may be a «Treat sari ai
art. in» status of Mr. OrlgnL kowever itTS?«?!
:c"'ü"-""sílV. and were |t no, that I W lev,.

lh ,',.."? '".' ?U5lb,J hlrr'""l«' with politic.« I

,bl r I n"Kl"" ,,mt,ilP lm'' dsllberatsly aought to
o f h,0,,,' Ir,,",,,,,rt.of wvty l°ï i*? «r,>it .*«2

r -.?. ' ,n ¦'.' In"1*''' "f Mr l*«'lghf» massive, im-

¦..«t. wt have the roundsd cheeks of a smug Kroc»;r
and a mouth from which no one ,-oulf txp,a¿
non Hip hair of ths head Is superabundant with ii

SUSP Ion of cosmetics ...I MceSSlV« bl-uahhVgMillo
around the face It a sort .r rope frame, which, on
«i,; .'l,Mp,,'i ü"'vu i"rt "J«-"1 K> t" Intends for
what .s callada Newgate filage. Ths bod* i.s smili
and puny, and the attitude ihe verv reverie of thai
Of an orator Tl.- U-.;s are not Meparatcl, and ¿Ok
rat ,',', SlU"""r . >"?.' '.» "'» thoughts a dryM
rather than a man. for they convey the Idea of the
runk of a tr.e rath.-r than ths .Imbs of a human

being. 1 he general effect |s that of the most Insls-
nltlcant person who ever Walked the eurth without
^pnveylng the faintest resemblance- of what Mr
Bright was like, it win ba asrsaatrt to take the
opinion of the House of t'ommons a» to thl» atatue
being allowed to rentaln where It 1». m the mean
while it is u pity that Mr. Speaker does not havo
I.- same disciplinary authority over »tatue» a» he
hasoyer Uvtng M. P.» and th«t he cannot suspend
it from further attendance In th« lobby untl. lta
future destination be decided oa.

LITERARY NOTES.
Mr. Lecky'a new book. "Democracy and Liberty,"

contains a discussion of American democracy an*
pays attention alao to nationality as It Is Illustrated
by this country.

It is now announced that the new "Life" of th«
Autocrat will be published early In May. The ap¬
pearance of Mr. Morse's two volumes la awaited
with eagerness on both aldea of the ocean. in
England many exprea^ona of anticipatory delight tr«
printed, though It may be recorded, by the way,
that one London critic has been making a confer,,
alon In regard to the "One Host- Shay," In which
he has "never b»i;n able to see much fun." To com«
perçons, he aver*. "good critics, too, it Is the stand¬
ard In humoi'üiis verse, put why Is it funny?"
Possibly the forthe.im.ng biography wi;i enlighten
this plaintive Britisher, The books are to contain
much that Is new, and the unfamlliir material li
said to be marked by some of the most brilliant
wit of Holmes.

The life of Thomas KughSS was divided between
politics, literature and the law. He had, moreover,
strong religious lnt* rests. In the bot f*-nso of tha
term he Was a muny-t-i led man, an.l his «Hath, has
evoked many sstlmatss of hla work In half a doten
«liftèrent directions. There haa been, of coursa,
a unanimous renewal of the prai»-,. which "Tom
Brown" called forth almost immediately upon Its
publication In the late fifties. It Is a curloua fact,
however, that whether In his best book or any
other milestone In hi.« career the character that
fascinates In Thomas Hughes is neither the author,
the lawyer nor the active participant in religious
and .«"ocia! development It 1« always the man who
make« the first an.l last appeal; It Is alwaya hla
personality, and almost never his Intellectual
achievements, by which the sympathies are llrst
awakened. "Tom Brown" is a classic, that Is cer¬

tain enough: but even In this masterpiece of what
m!;*ht be called mature Juvenilia the thing that
captures the imagination Is the point of view, the
personal force, th«» ITugheslin enthusiasm running
through the narrative.
As s writer of pure literature, the author of one

of the most famous books of his time was, para¬
doxically, of minor significance. Hut a« a tem¬

perament making Itself felt through the printed
P'.ge he was and will remain a distinguished figure
In English fiction. The spirit of the man la shown
with beautiful clearness In the following letter,
written to a young American, anrl hlrherto unpub-
llehed:
Dear Boy (for you must be a boy still): You ask

whether Tom Brown was "a real boy" as "It would
be so much nicer to think that h<- was a re*l boy
than to know that he only existed ¡n a. story." No,
he wasn't a r-*al buy iun;»ss. Indeed, on your aid«
'boy' Is a noun of multitude». He was (and I hop«
I.« still, ami so far as an old boy of seventy-three
can judge, certainly Is) at least twenty l-oys. for I
knew at least that number of T. B.'s St Rugby, anl
there were no doubt as many at a dozen other of
the public schools
What I wanted was. to draw the average English

boy, who «-am.- from a good pious English country
home, n«»t particularly clever or studious, but with
good Ohuri-h catechism training, which wouldn't let
him be an Id!, loafer, though he ml-ht look on the.
masters as "the other side" in the education game,
and so long as they played the game fairly, would
respect and like- th«m, as he did "the other side"
at footlull.

If you want to meet a specimen on your side you
v. .'A rind one of the type at Hymen ranche in the
l'an Handle of Texas, where our youngest boy U
the managing partner of a cattle ranche. He n.-v»-«
could take kindly to Latin. Greek or mathemati^a.
but learned "to ride, shoot and tell the truth,
which was (according to Herodotus» <.«on»l.Jere<l tha.
b*Bt result «if tba higher education amongst the per¬
sons uf S.O00 years SSO. Almost all of such boy.« get
fond of good healthy llterat'ire later on. and r» gret
t it they didn't "sip" st school, but I doubt
whether they would h.».» made half as good Eng¬
lishmen «v.-n if they had learned to turn out good
"longs and ihorts" or Greek aléales before they
left school..Yours very truly,

THOMAS HUGHES.
Chester, 3-ll-'i«5.

Alack and alas for the devotees of Van Bibber!
Thejr must he grievously disappointe»! In his late«t
adventure. The truth Is. it Is scarcely an adventure
at all, but a laboriously contrived episode out of
which Mr. Davis has made a story called "Clt*
dereDe." This »ale Is printed lr. the current number
of '-."».-rltiner's Hagssine," and I» to be reprinted In
a volume with other productions of its author.
Why lr should be reprinted, why Mr. Davis should
have printed :t, i.ry.vay, will remain something of

B mystery. F»r Van Hlbber. as he has hi*-n known

hitherto, has been a most entertaining person, and
now the revived Van Bibber, the new Van Bibber,
Is simply a wearisome young person, who become«
Involve! In a series of trivial events and comes to
a lame and Impotent conclusion. Mr. Pavía ha«
done nothing funnier t*".an the "serions" passage at

the close of the story.

That an author Is not always to be treated with
Impertinence after h,s death, through the meddle-
SOms "enterprise" of those Into whose hand« his
MSS. may happen to fall, ha.« lately been shown
In a somewhat unexpected quart»-r. Years ago Beau-
delalrd wrote an attack upon IMglum and the Bel¬
gians. H- never saw fit to prlr.t It. It passed lnt»
the hand.« of M. «Jrelot. a French collector of MSS.
and after his death s while ago It wae secured by a

Parisian publisher. He mads arrsngesBSBts to print
it recently but the heirs-st Isw of B-Mudelairo wera

in the field Instantly and threatened to app«>al to the
eourts If the srorh were brought out. This seems to

have effectually tied the hands of the publisher and
the work Is left in the oblivion to which It probably
betoaga It Is Interesting to note, apropos of this

episods and the manner In which an auth«>r's repu¬
tation Is trifled with by his "posterity," that a

professor of Beme has c imc forward In a German,

magasine devoted to such matters, the "Blograph-
lsche Rlsetter." and demanded that the laws of
biographical art be defined and established. It if

Certainly time tha» the duties of literary executor«

nt least were clearly formulated, "D.scretlon"
ought to be rigidly «b-iv.- 1 to th» BV

A new book of an odd character Is about to be

published by the Longnaana It is written by r>r.
Thoma« N" ur.-'i.ird, and Is to deal with "The As¬
tronomy of l'ara.Use L-st."

When Captain Mohan's authoritative work on

"The Influence of g>a Power In History*' sppeafe4
the Kngiish reviewers found only one objection to

bring against tt. The book should have been wr.;-

ten by an Englishman, they said, n.n«v it dealt io

much with the Kngiish Navy, and they have been

asking ever atnee for «in adequate British naval
history. Such a history Is promised now. It 1« to

be brought out In London under the general editor¬

ship of Mr. \V. I»ilri OoWtM»; It will cover the de¬

velopment of the Navy from the enrlle.«t times O

the present «lay; It will be elaborately Illustrate«!,
and It will be the work of the bast kiwwn naval
wrlt«*rs of Stallend, "and of America"

Tbo Century Company announcea e book on "The
White tin.-," by «.afford linehot and Henry 8.

Oravee, with the ebnenatlun that it offers "the first

systematic stud) of any American tr-ee." Would th«

monumental work on "The Silva of North Ameri¬
ca," which I'rofessor S.irgent Is publishing, be

considered unsystematic?

The unpublished r.orrssponflsnos of Victor Hugo,
which Is being put In shape for the press, and
whl<-h will probably be accessible to the public thi»

summer. Is divided Into five sections. The 1'rst In¬

cludes the letters written to the elder Hugo at

Riots in UM; th.- second Is devoted to the po«t»
lovo letters, thos,» written before and Ju«: after hli

marriage, and the third will he fllle.1 with epistle»
to the "Academy of Floral Oimes." In the fourth
section Is the bulk of the correspondence referring
to "Hernanl." "Marlon Delorme." and "le- r\>A
s'Amuse." Lastly, there are some letters to La-

cretelle and Victor l'avle. with about fifty ad-
dressed to leiste nenes, it is asserted that th«

series "reads like a novel " It wilt be published In

an English translation not long after the appear¬
ance of the French edition.

The Olympian games at Athens have set all the

magar.lt es» to work, and there la an ab«olute flood
of d.«aertptlve literature being pobttsbsd every

week. Frofessor Hlchar«!son's paper tn "Scrlhner'i"
la one of the be«t In this mass of recent
productions on the subject. He is erudite with¬
out being dry. and h.s text is accompanied by ad¬

mirable pictures. The Imaginative narrative by

Huffleld Osborne. "A Day at Olympia." Is apropo«
and ambitious, ont it is extraordinarily difficult to

do a thing like tais well, and Mr. Osborne has not

«lulte reached his goal. In the forthcoming "Cen¬

tury" the revival of the Creek simeB will tv Sm*
StBSSSd by liaron de foubsi lin, who has much to de

with the «rran;-ement of the affair. Many writers
of to-day are qualified to describe the occurrences
at At.-.-n«. but nothing that any of them may do
will diminish the regret that Walter 1'ater la not

living to write auch an asaay on the games a« se

slone could write. It would be obscure, It would ss

lacking in fire, It would exasperate, no doubt. MIMS
failure to give the clear, ehurp. ringing dsSMV******
which la moat to be desired. Rut with all nl» «*.*

fecta. Tater would unquestionably have produce«1 a

memorable ple^e of werk had he lived and ^}Ti^
to celebrate the Athenian festival of athletic». Then»
are passage« tn his books whlc . might be clt'JIS
support of the aurmlse that ha would have attscasa
tba tbsme with enthusiasm»


